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FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210 



Continuation of Box II. 2 
Claims Nos. : 17-20 



Present claims 17-20 relate to compositions defined by reference to a 
desirable characteristic or property, namely that they are obtainable by 
the methods of claims 1-16 and have an impact on the biological profile 
of a disease. 



The claims cover all compositions having this characteristic or 
property, whereas the application only provides support within the 
meaning of Article 6 PCT and disclosure within the meaning of Article 5 
PCT for combinations of drugs A-C (figure 1). However, no information 
has been provided on the chemical composition of any combinations - not 
even the identity of drugs A-C. In the present case, the claims so lack 
support, and the application so lacks disclosure, that a meaningful 
search over the whole of the claimed scope is impossible. Independent of 
the above reasoning, the claims also lack clarity (Article 6 PCT). An 
attempt is made to define the compositions by reference to a result to 
be achieved. Again, this lack of clarity in the present case is such as 
to render a meaningful search over the whole of the claimed scope 
impossible. Consequently, claims 17-20 have not been searched. 

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to 
inventions in respect of which no international search report has been 
established need not be the subject of an international preliminary 
examination (Rule 66.1(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO 
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is 
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has 
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the 
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any 
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regional phase 
before the EPO, the applicant 1s reminded that a search may be carried 
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-VI, 8.5), 
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be 
overcome. 



CD 

m 

C/2 



m 

o 
o 

"TJ 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Patent document 
cited in search report 



Publication 
date 



Inter ial Application No 

PCI/NL2004/000617 



Patent family 
member(s) 



Publication 
date 



US 2003096309 Al 22-05-2003 



W0 9857174 



17-12-1998 



W0 9720076 



05-06-1997 



US 2003044846 Al 



WO 03017177 



27-02-2003 



CA 
EP 
TW 
W0 



US 
AU 
AU 
CA 
EP 
NZ 
WO 



AU 
WO 



06-03-2003 NONE 



2459055 Al 
1432986 Al 
573125 B 
03021264 Al 



5885782 A 

755689 B2 
7836298 A 
2293736 Al 
0986754 Al 
501768 A 
9857174 Al 



1085297 A 
9720076 Al 



CA 2457432 Al 

EP 1425695 A2 

WO 03017177 A2 

US 2003134304 Al 



13-03-2003 
30-06-2004 
21-01-2004 
13-03-2003 



23-03- 
19-12- 
30-12 
17-12- 
22-03- 
01-02- 
17-12- 



•1999 
2002 
■1998 
1998 
2000 
2002 
1998 



19-06-1997 
05-06-1997 



27-02-2003 
09-06-2004 
27-02-2003 
17-07-2003 



Fotm'PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) (January 2004) 



